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January 1

THAT WE MAY BE ENCOURAGED

For all those words which were written long ago are meant to
teach us today; that when we read in the scriptures of the
endurance of men and of all the belp that God gave them in those
days, we may be encouraged to go on boping in our own time.
Rom. 15:4, Phillips.

The lives recorded in the Bible are authentic histories of actual in-
dividuals. From Adam down through successive generations to the
times of the apostles we have a plain, unvarnished account of what ac-
tually occurred and the genuine experience of real characters. It is a sub-
ject of wonder to many that inspired history should narrate in the lives
of good men facts that tarnish their moral characters. . . . The inspired
writers did not testify to falsehoods to prevent the pages of sacred his-
tory being clouded by the record of human frailties and faults. . . .

It is one of the best evidences of the authenticity of the Scriptures
that the truth is not glossed over nor the sins of its chief characters
suppressed. . . . How many biographies have been written of faultless
Christians, who, in their ordinary home life and church relations,
shone as examples of immaculate piety. . . . Yet had the pen of inspi-
ration written their histories, how different would they have ap-
peared. There would have been revealed human weaknesses,
struggles with selfishness, bigotry, and pride, hidden sins, perhaps,
and the continual warfare between the spirit and the flesh. . . .

Had our good Bible been written by uninspired persons, it would
have presented quite a different appearance and would have been a
discouraging study to erring mortals, who are contending with natu-
ral frailties and the temptations of a wily foe. But as it is, we have a
correct record of the religious experience of marked characters in
Bible history. Men whom God favored, and to whom He entrusted
great responsibilities, were sometimes overcome by temptation and
committed sins, even as we of the present day strive, waver, and fre-
quently fall into error. But it is encouraging to desponding hearts to
know that through God’s grace they could gain fresh vigor to again
rise above their evil natures; and, remembering this, we are ready to
renew the conflict ourselves.'



January 2 1 Cor. 10:1-13

THERE’S HOPE

Now these things wbhich bappened to our ancestors are
illustrations of the way in which God works, and they were written
down to be a warning to us who are the beirs of the ages which
have gone before us. 1 Cor. 10:11, Phillips.

The murmurings of ancient Israel and their rebellious discontent,
as well as the mighty miracles wrought in their favor and the punish-
ment of their idolatry and ingratitude, are recorded for our benefit.
The example of ancient Israel is given as a warning to the people of
God, that they may avoid unbelief and escape His wrath. If the inig-
uities of the Hebrews had been omitted from the Sacred Record, and
only their virtues recounted, their history would fail to teach us the
lesson that it does. . . .

If God’s people would recognize His dealings with them and ac-
cept His teachings, they would find a straight path for their feet and
a light to guide them through darkness and discouragement. David
learned wisdom from God’s dealings with him and bowed in humility
beneath the chastisement of the Most High. The faithful portrayal of
his true state by the prophet Nathan made David acquainted with his
own sins and aided him to put them away. He accepted counsel
meekly and humiliated himself before God. “The law of the Lord,” he
exclaims, “is perfect, converting the soul.”

Repentant sinners have no cause to despair because they are re-
minded of their transgressions and warned of their danger. These
very efforts in their behalf show how much God loves them and de-
sires to save them. They have only to follow His counsel and do His
will, to inherit eternal life. God sets the sins of His erring people
before them, that they may behold them in all their enormity under
the light of divine truth. It is then their duty to renounce them for-
ever.

God is as powerful to save from sin today as He was in the times
of the patriarchs, of David, and of the prophets and apostles. The mul-
titude of cases recorded in sacred history where God has delivered
His people from their own iniquities should make the Christian of this
time eager to receive divine instruction and zealous to perfect a char-
acter that will bear the close inspection of the judgment.’
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January 3

A PLACE IN LINE

The lips of the righteous feed many. Prov. 10:21.

Notwithstanding the prevailing iniquity, there was a line of holy
men who, elevated and ennobled by communion with God, lived as
in the companionship of heaven. They were men of massive intel-
lect, of wonderful attainments. They had a great and holy mission—
to develop a character of righteousness, to teach a lesson of
godliness, not only to the men of their time, but for future genera-
tions. Only a few of the most prominent are mentioned in the
Scriptures; but all through the ages God had faithful witnesses, true-
hearted worshipers.’

How often those who trusted the word of God, though in them-
selves utterly helpless, have withstood the power of the whole
world—Enoch, pure in heart, holy in life, holding fast his faith in the
triumph of righteousness against a corrupt and scoffing generation;
Noah and his household against the men of his time, men of the great-
est physical and mental strength and the most debased in morals; the
children of Israel at the Red Sea, a helpless, terrified multitude of
slaves, against the mightiest army of the mightiest nation on the
globe; David, a shepherd lad, having God’s promise of the throne,
against Saul, the established monarch, bent on holding fast his power;
Shadrach and his companions in the fire, and Nebuchadnezzar on the
throne; Daniel among the lions, his enemies in the high places of the
kingdom; Jesus on the cross, and the Jewish priests and rulers forcing
even the Roman governor to work their will; Paul in chains led to a
criminal’s death, Nero the despot of a world empire.

Such examples are not found in the Bible only. They abound in
every record of human progress. The Vaudois and the Huguenots,
Wrycliffe and Huss, Jerome and Luther, Tyndale and Knox, Zinzendorf
and Wesley, with multitudes of others have witnessed to the power
of God’s word against human power and policy in support of evil.
These are the world’s true nobility. This is its royal line. In this line
the youth of today are called to take their places.*



January 4

WHAT FRUIT?

They that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same.
Job 4:8.

As an educator no part of the Bible is of greater value than are its
biographies. These biographies differ from all others in that they are ab-
solutely true to life. It is impossible for any finite mind to interpret
rightly, in all things, the workings of another. None but He who reads
the heart, who discerns the secret springs of motive and action, can
with absolute truth delineate character, or give a faithful picture of a
human life. In God’s word alone is found such delineation.

No truth does the Bible more clearly teach than that what we do
is the result of what we are. To a great degree the experiences of life
are the fruition of our own thoughts and deeds.

“The curse causeless shall not come” (Prov. 26:2). “Say ye to the
righteous, that it shall be well with him. . . . Woe unto the wicked!
it shall be ill with him: for the reward of his hands shall be given
him” (Isa. 3:10, 11). “Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon
this people, even the fruit of their thoughts” (Jer. 6:19). Terrible is
this truth, and deeply should it be impressed. Every deed reacts upon
the doer. Never a human being but may recognize, in the evils that
curse his life, fruitage of his own sowing. Yet even thus we are not
without hope. . . .

Jacob resorted to fraud, and he reaped the harvest in his
brother’s hatred. Through twenty years of exile he was himself
wronged and defrauded. . . . But God says: “. . . I have seen his ways,
and will heal him. . . .” (Isa. 57:18). Jacob in his distress was not over-
whelmed. He had repented, he had endeavored to atone for the
wrong to his brother. And when threatened with death through the
wrath of Esau, he sought help from God. . . . “He wept, and made
supplication” (Hosea 12:4). “And he blessed him there” (Gen.
32:29). ... The power of evil in his own nature was broken; his char-
acter was transformed. . . .

God does not annul His laws. He does not work contrary to them.
The work of sin He does not undo. But He transforms. Through His
grace the curse works out blessing.’
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Gen. 1:26-31 January 5

IN GOD’S IMAGE

So God created man in bis own image, in the image of God
created be bim; male and female created be them. Gen. 1:27.

After the earth with its teeming animal and vegetable life had
been called into existence, man, the crowning work of the Creator,
and the one for whom the beautiful earth had been fitted up, was
brought upon the stage of action. To him was given dominion over
all that his eye could behold. . . .

God created man in His own image. Here is no mystery. There is
no ground for the supposition that man was evolved by slow degrees
of development from the lower forms of animal or vegetable life. Such
teaching lowers the great work of the Creator to the level of man’s nar-
row, earthly conceptions. Men are so intent upon excluding God from
the sovereignty of the universe that they degrade man and defraud him
of the dignity of his origin. He who set the starry worlds on high and
tinted with delicate skill the flowers of the field, who filled the earth
and the heavens with the wonders of His power, when He came to
crown His glorious work, to place one in the midst to stand as ruler of
the fair earth, did not fail to create a being worthy of the hand that
gave him life. The genealogy of our race, as given by inspiration, traces
back its origin, not to a line of developing germs, mollusks, and
quadrupeds, but to the great Creator. Though formed from the dust,
Adam was “the son of God.” . . .

His nature was in harmony with the will of God. His mind was ca-
pable of comprehending divine things. His affections were pure; his
appetites and passions were under the control of reason. He was holy
and happy in bearing the image of God and in perfect obedience to
His will.’

He [Adam] was more than twice as tall as men now living upon
the earth, and was well proportioned. His features were perfect and
beautiful. . . . Eve was not quite as tall as Adam. Her head reached a
little above his shoulders. She, too, was noble, perfect in symmetry,
and very beautiful.

This sinless pair wore no artificial garments. They were clothed
with a covering of light and glory, such as the angels wear.’
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January 6 Gen. 2:8-15

EDEN

And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden
of Eden to dress it and to keep it. Gen. 2:15.

Although everything God had made was in the perfection of
beauty, and there seemed nothing wanting upon the earth which God
had created to make Adam and Eve happy, yet He manifested His
great love to them by planting a garden especially for them. A portion
of their time was to be occupied in the happy employment of dress-
ing the garden, and a portion in receiving the visits of angels, listen-
ing to their instruction, and in happy meditation. Their labor was not
wearisome but pleasant and invigorating. This beautiful garden was
to be their home.

In this garden the Lord placed trees of every variety for usefulness
and beauty. There were trees laden with luxuriant fruit, of rich fra-
grance, beautiful to the eye, and pleasant to the taste, designed of
God to be food for the holy pair. There were the lovely vines which
grew upright, laden with their burden of fruit, unlike anything man
has seen since the fall. The fruit was very large and of different col-
ors; some nearly black, some purple, red, pink, and light green. This
beautiful and luxuriant growth of fruit upon the branches of the vine
was called grapes. They did not trail upon the ground, although not
supported by trellises, but the weight of the fruit bowed them down.
It was the happy labor of Adam and Eve to form beautiful bowers
from the branches of the vine and train them, forming dwellings of
nature’s beautiful, living trees and foliage, laden with fragrant fruit.®

It was the design of God that man should find happiness in the
employment of tending the things He had created, and that his wants
should be met with the fruits of the trees of the garden. . . .

Had happiness consisted in doing nothing, man, in his state of
holy innocence, would have been left unemployed. But He who cre-
ated man knew what would be for his happiness; and no sooner had
He created him than He gave him his appointed work. The promise
of future glory, and the decree that man must toil for his daily bread,
came from the same throne.’

12



Gen. 2:16, 17 January 7

A CHANCE TO CHOOSE

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
Gen. 2:17.

Our first parents, though created innocent and holy, were not
placed beyond the possibility of wrongdoing. . . . They were to enjoy
communion with God and with holy angels; but before they could be
rendered eternally secure, their loyalty must be tested. At the very be-
ginning of man’s existence a check was placed upon the desire for
self-indulgence, the fatal passion that lay at the foundation of Satan’s
fall. The tree of knowledge, which stood near the tree of life in the
midst of the garden, was to be a test of the obedience, faith, and love
of our first parents. While permitted to eat freely of every other tree,
they were forbidden to taste of this, on pain of death. They were also
to be exposed to the temptations of Satan; but if they endured the
trial, they would finally be placed beyond his power, to enjoy per-
petual favor with God. . . .

God might have created man without the power to transgress His
law; He might have withheld the hand of Adam from touching the for-
bidden fruit; but in that case man would have been, not a free moral
agent, but a mere automaton. Without freedom of choice, his obedi-
ence would not have been voluntary, but forced. There could have
been no development of character. . . . It would have been unworthy
of man as an intelligent being, and would have sustained Satan’s
charge of God’s arbitrary rule.

God made man upright; He gave him noble traits of character,
with no bias toward evil. He endowed him with high intellectual
powers, and presented before him the strongest possible induce-
ments to be true to his allegiance. Obedience, perfect and perpetual,
was the condition of eternal happiness. On this condition he was to
have access to the tree of life. . . .

So long as they remained loyal to the divine law, their capacity to
know, to enjoy, and to love would continually increase. They would
be constantly gaining new treasures of knowledge, discovering fresh
springs of happiness, and obtaining clearer and yet clearer concep-
tions of the immeasurable, unfailing love of God."
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January 8 Gen. 2:18-25

SOMEONE TO SHARE

1t is not good that the man should be alone; I will make bim an
belp meet for bim. Gen. 2:18.

After the creation of Adam every living creature was brought
before him to receive its name; he saw that to each had been given a
companion, but among them “there was not found an help meet for
him.” Among all the creatures that God had made on the earth, there
was not one equal to man. And God said, “It is not good that the man
should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.” Man was not
made to dwell in solitude; he was to be a social being. Without com-
panionship the beautiful scenes and delightful employments of Eden
would have failed to yield perfect happiness. Even communion with
angels could not have satisfied his desire for sympathy and compan-
ionship. There was none of the same nature to love and to be loved.

God Himself gave Adam a companion. He provided “an help meet
for him”—a helper corresponding to him—one who was fitted to be
his companion, and who could be one with him in love and sympa-
thy. Eve was created from a rib taken from the side of Adam, signify-
ing that she was not to control him as the head, nor to be trampled
under his feet as an inferior, but to stand by his side as an equal, to be
loved and protected by him. A part of man, bone of his bone, and
flesh of his flesh, she was his second self; showing the close union
and the affectionate attachment that should exist in this relation. “For
no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth
it” (Eph. 5:29). “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother,
and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one” (Gen. 2:24).

God celebrated the first marriage. Thus the institution has for its
originator the Creator of the universe. “Marriage is honorable” (Heb.
13:4); it was one of the first gifts of God to man, and it is one of the
two institutions that, after the Fall, Adam brought with him beyond
the gates of Paradise. When the divine principles are recognized and
obeyed in this relation, marriage is a blessing; it guards the purity and
happiness of the race, it provides for man’s social needs, it elevates
the physical, the intellectual, and the moral nature."

14



Gen. 3:1-6 January 9

DECEIVED!

And be said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not
eat of every tree of the garden? Gen. 3:1.

To man, the crowning work of creation, God has given power to
understand His requirements, to comprehend the justice and benefi-
cence of His law, and its sacred claims upon him; and of man
unswerving obedience is required.

Like the angels, the dwellers in Eden had been placed upon pro-
bation; their happy estate could be retained only on condition of fi-
delity to the Creator’s law. They could obey and live, or disobey and
perish. . . .

The angels had cautioned Eve to beware of separating herself from
her husband while occupied in their daily labor in the garden; with
him she would be in less danger from temptation than if she were
alone. But absorbed in her pleasing task, she unconsciously wandered
from his side. . . . She soon found herself gazing with mingled curios-
ity and admiration upon the forbidden tree. The fruit was very beauti-
ful, and she questioned with herself why God had withheld it from
them. Now was the tempter’s opportunity. As if he were able to dis-
cern the workings of her mind, he addressed her: “Yea, hath God said,
Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?” . . .

The tempter intimated that the divine warning was not to be ac-
tually fulfilled; it was designed merely to intimidate them. . . .

Such has been Satan’s work from the days of Adam to the present,
and he has pursued it with great success. He tempts men to distrust
God’s love and to doubt His wisdom. He is constantly seeking to excite
a spirit of irreverent curiosity, a restless, inquisitive desire to penetrate
the secrets of divine wisdom and power. In their efforts to search out
what God has been pleased to withhold, multitudes overlook the truths
which He has revealed, and which are essential to salvation. . . .

Eve really believed the words of Satan, but her belief did not save
her from the penalty of sin. She disbelieved the words of God, and
this was what led to her fall. In the judgment men will not be con-
demned because they conscientiously believed a lie, but because they
did not believe the truth, because they neglected the opportunity of
learning what is truth."

15



January 10 Gen. 3:6-14

USED BY SATAN

She took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto
ber busband with ber; and be did eat. Gen. 3.06.

Having herself transgressed, she [Eve] became the agent of Satan
working the ruin of her husband. In a state of strange, unnatural ex-
citement, with her hands filled with the forbidden fruit, she sought
his presence, and related all that had occurred.

An expression of sadness came over the face of Adam. He ap-
peared astonished and alarmed. To the words of Eve he replied that
this must be the foe against whom they had been warned; and by the
divine sentence she must die. In answer she urged him to eat, re-
peating the words of the serpent, that they should not surely die. She
reasoned that this must be true, for she felt no evidence of God’s dis-
pleasure, but on the contrary realized a delicious, exhilarating influ-
ence, thrilling every faculty with new life, such, she imagined, as
inspired the heavenly messengers.

Adam understood that his companion had transgressed the com-
mand of God, disregarded the only prohibition laid upon them as a
test of their fidelity and love. There was a terrible struggle in his mind.
He mourned that he had permitted Eve to wander from his side. But
now the deed was done; he must be separated from her whose soci-
ety had been his joy. How could he have it thus? Adam had enjoyed
the companionship of God and of holy angels. He had looked upon
the glory of the Creator. He understood the high destiny opened to
the human race should they remain faithful to God. Yet all these bless-
ings were lost sight of in the fear of losing that one gift which in his
eyes outvalued every other. Love, gratitude, loyalty to the Creator—
all were overborne by love to Eve. She was a part of himself, and he
could not endure the thought of separation. . . . He resolved to share
her fate; if she must die, he would die with her. After all, he reasoned,
might not the words of the wise serpent be true? Eve was before him,
as beautiful and apparently as innocent as before this act of disobedi-
ence. She expressed greater love for him than before. No sign of
death appeared in her, and he decided to brave the consequences. He
seized the fruit and quickly ate."
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